
Rumors of El Niño: Will this winter be significantly warmer? 
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Last year, residents of the Foothills experienced an appalling low temperature of -15 
degrees in December. With temperatures that low, folks were met with the worry of 
uncontrollable shivers and possible frostbite, even after just a short time outside. 
Multiple layers, hand warmers and protection against mother nature’s elements were 
all essential to the well-being of the community. With winter months approaching, it’s 
easy to reminisce on these days and face the upcoming season with apprehension. 
However, according to the NOAA National Weather Service (Link to: 
http://www.noaa.gov/index.html), we could experience the warmest winter in ten 
years. 
 
El Niño is an uncommon weather pattern that produces unusually warm 
temperatures during winter months (not to be confused with the theory of Global 
Warming). Warming patterns and air pressure reversals in the Pacific Ocean are 
what’s behind El Niño, raising temperatures in both the ocean and the atmosphere. 
 
Not only does the weather pattern increase temperatures across the US, its direct 
effect on the ocean causes more rainfall and thunderstorm activity. In high-risk 
locations, El Niño may raise the danger of flooding, forcing residents to make 
preparations ahead of time. This can include making an evacuation plan, purchasing 
flood insurance and creating lists of personal property and belongings. While it’s 
important to be prepared for possible hazards, it’s not too common for El Niño to 
cause flooding in the Rocky Mountains. 
 
At the end of the day, what does this mean for you? Maybe a few more patio lunches 
and outdoor picnics this winter. But while it’s exciting to dream of warmer months, 
the reality is snowy days will grace our presence. Long warm spells can be a 
welcome break from winter, but constant fluctuation between cold and warm(er) with 
precipitation in the mix can lead to icy conditions. 
 
Whether we’re buried in snow, coated in ice, or lounging in shorts this winter, it’s 
important to remain prepared and protected from ice and snow build up and General 
Services Corporation is home to your go-to snow removal experts. Warm months or 
cold months, GSC works to provide you with the ultimate protection. Enjoy the rise in 
temperature and give us a call at the first sight of a Colorado winter storm!	  


